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Taoist scientific and technological thought is the organic component of China's 
traditional scientific and technological thought. Generally speaking, it refers to the 
knowledge system of world essence, rules and manners formed during the process of 
Taoist knowing and transforming the nature, society and life. It has offered the method 
of thinking and thought basis for people's scientific and technological activities, at the 
same time it is concerned about the thought distillation contained in the scientific and 
technical results. Scientific thought and technological thought interact but relatively 
independent; it combines science with humane care; it plays an important role in the 
formulation of the ancient scientific and technological progress and its technological 
speciality; it offers thought resources for the integration of science and humanity and 
the modern scientific and technological transition. And therefore, the research on Taoist 
scientific and technological thought is of great significant in theory and practice. 
With the main prupose of  “Tao is subject to the laws of its own nature”, Taoism 
questions the nature and study physics; cares about the society, advocates to rule the 
country through “Wuwei”; pays attention to regimen and seeks longevity and happy life. 
Its activities nearly spread all over the fields such as astronomy, chemistry, management, 
medicine and regimen, thus accumulates abundant scientific and technological thought. 
It not only lays the solid thought foundation for the construction of traditional Chinese 
scientific and technological paradigm, but also offers ideological impetus for the 
deconstruction of this paradigm. Thus proves the existence of Taoist scientific and 
technological thought in the history. 
Taoist scientific and technological thought not only has the brilliant history, but 
also its thought distillation can serve the modern society and the future. The Taoist 
school remains the prudent attitude towards the scientific and technological activities so 
as to make great efforts to prevent scientific and technological alienation, keep the 
harmony between people and nature, people and society as well as people themselves, 
which benefit ecological protection, social management and people’s quality. The 
contemporary Neo-Taoism is based on the modern science and technology practice, 
propagating the Taoist deep scientific and technological thought connotation, enriching 
and developing the contemporary scientific and technological thought, promoting 
scientific and technical innovation, thus present the era value of Taoist scientific and 
technological thought. 















of gods’ function; People may and should use “Tao” to instruct their practice and object 
to blind action, which reflects the valuable scientific spirit. In addition, Taoism also 
pays attention to using various scientific methods such as analogy, observation, 
experiment and hypothesis during the process of exploring the world and makes great 
efforts to reveal the essence and laws of things.  
What deserves attention is that Taoism often treats social management and people’s 
quality cultivation as a kind of technological course, and believes that in order to realize 
the social peace and physically and mentally healthy, appropriate ways, means, and 
certain skills and techniques should be utilized. Then, social technology and self- 
technological thought, which corresponds with natural technological thought, come into 
being and expand the perspective of the technological thought.  
Certainly, the reason why the Taoist scientific and technological thought is so 
profound and characteristic is that it has successfully created a series of categories. 
During the process of exploring the forming of the universe, Taoism has used categories 
such as “Tao”, “Te”, “Taiyi” and “chaos”, and etc., which is used to refer to the origin of 
the universe and explain the process of universe evolution. In constructing and 
annotating the discourse system, the Taoism takes “material force” as the material of 
everything; regards “Yin and Yang” as the motive force for the movement changes; 
takes "Five Elements " as the structures of things; treats “the Eight Diagrams” as the 
symbol system for people to know the world; describes the state of the world with 
“activity and tranquility”. During the process of probing into essence and laws of the 
world, through the separation of “Tao” and “matters”, Taoism establishes the object of 
science and technology, and what’s more, probes the rules of the things through the 
relation of “name and reality”, and thus thinks the world is in the process of “being” and 
“non-being”. In transforming the scientific and technological practice of the world, the 
Taoism adheres to the Trinity of “Heaven –earth – human”, knowing “nature” 
profoundly, utilizing “nature”, protecting “nature”, following the behavior rule of 
“Wuwei”, in order to realize the overall harmony of nature, society and life. During the 
process of regimen, Taoism pays attention to the combination between “body” and 
“soul”, and thus forms the integrative life view on “death” and “life”. It is relying on 
abundant categories that Taoist school represents its scientific and technological thought 
achievement on knowing and transforming the world.  
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